
HISTORIC CENTENNIAL HILL 
CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

Community Meeting 3
June 16, 2022
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AGENDA – COMMUNITY MEETING 3
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Project UpdatesBackgroundIntroductions

Concepts Preferences Questions



INTRODUCTIONS
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PROJECT TEAM
City of Montgomery
• Steven Reed, Mayor
• Marche’ Johnson, City Council District 3
• Robert Smith, Director of Planning
• Desmond Wilson, Director of Community Development
• Isaiah Sankey, Montgomery County, Alabama Commissioner District 4
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Montgomery Housing Authority
• Glynis Tanner, Acting President/CEO
• Amy Kell, Project Director
• LaTonya Surls, Director of Resident Services
• Jelani Moore, Real Estate Coordinator

APD Urban Planning and Management
O. Jesse Wiles, CEO/Principal Planner
Deborah Jensen, Senior Planning & Design Manager
Carter Coleman, Real Estate Development Associate
Reginald White, GIS Analyst
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
• Choice Neighborhoods is a HUD grants program, designed to address 

distressed HUD-assisted housing and struggling neighborhoods through a 
comprehensive approach to neighborhood transformation.

• The program builds on the success and lessons learned from the earlier HOPE 
VI program.

• This is a transformation plan for the Centennial Hill neighborhood, and may 
include new housing for Paterson Court residents, and for anyone who wishes 
to live in Centennial Hill.
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COMMUNITY 
MEETING 2 
RESULTS

• Vision Statement, Goals and 
Actions

• Locating Uses in Centennial Hill



WORKSHOP: VISION EXERCISE
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• Edit the Vision
• Set Goals for 

the Vision
• Determine 

Actions to 
Achieve the 
Goals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The draft vision statement is derived from the Community Meeting in December, and feedback from the CHAB and Committee meetings. You may edit it by writing on the sheet to revise it.
We need to then set Goals that will lead to achieving the CH vision. Here is an example. There could be many, and they come from what we heard you want for Centennial Hill. Things like Improving Safety, Celebrating History, Improving Educational outcomes, strengthening the neighborhood.
Each Goal then has specific Action Steps that must be taken to make the Goal happen. This example builds on creating a Healthy Community.
We will work for about 20 minutes on these. Each table should discuss what they think are important goals and write them in. Then brainstorm what Actions are needed to achieve the Goals. This exercise will help guide the planning process for the Choice Neighborhood plan, and will help us to agree on what is most important for Centennial Hill.



TRANSFORMATION PLAN 
VISION

Centennial Hill is a proud 
neighborhood that 
celebrates its history and 
culture, is vibrant, safe and 
diverse, promotes healthy 
living, recreation, and 
education, and offers 
housing choices for all 
income levels.
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Centennial Hill is a connected community that provides and 
supports access to high quality educational, health, economic, 
and social programs and services for every resident to reach 
their highest potential.

Centennial Hill is a neighborhood with a stable housing 
market, a mix of housing typologies where income levels are 
mixed, and where long-term residents can age in place. 

Centennial Hill is a diverse neighborhood that celebrates 
its history and provides access to healthy living, goods and 
services, and amenities to its residents. 



GOALS 
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Redevelopment of Centennial Hill 
as a historic community of choice. 

A safe, vibrant, and diverse 
community.

Promotes healthy living  by being 
walkable and having accessible 
goods and services. 

Offer housing choices for all income 
levels while rebuilding the 

neighborhood housing market.

Assist long term residents to remain 
in the community.

Create or improve cradle to college/career 
resources that encourage life-long learning.

Create intentional physical and programmatic 
pathways for sharing and supporting high quality 

services.

Elevate a culture of health and wellness that 
improves personal health and well being.

Create economic mobility pathways to support 
families and businesses to reach their full potential

Create community connectivity with the 
neighborhood, its history and future 

redevelopment. .



WORKSHOP: 
LAND USE EXERCISE
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Locate in the 
Yellow Areas:
• Housing
• Commercial
• Services
• Community
• Parks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a map of the entire study area for Centennial Hill. The colors on the map represent different things.
Red marks historic places.
Light green marks existing parks.
Bright green locates the Genetta Ditch.
Dark green on the right is the rail line that could eventually become a trail for pedestrians and bikes.
Blue shows where churches and schools are.
Everything in yellow has the potential to change, and the yellow areas are where we want you to tell us what should go there. The peel off stickers show different types of housing, office or bank, parks, grocery store, medical clinic, community center, and restaurants and retail shops. Place the stickers in the yellow areas where you think they would best belong. We will work on these as a group at each table and then share our results at the end. If you run out of stickers, you can write on the maps what belongs where.



WORKSHOP: 
LAND USE
RESULTS
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COMMUNITY 
MEETING 3 
ACTIVITIES

• Neighborhood Concepts
• Priorities and Preferences for 

Centennial Hill
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain what a framework plan is and how we will use it. - explores broad ideas.
To begin, we looked at the current patterns within Centennial Hill. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major nodes of commercial/mixed use.
Oak Park is an important community anchor. Hall Street and Forest Avenue border it, and continue to destinations outside the neighborhood.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
In this concept, the community center is placed centrally on the High Street corridor. 
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center with new higher density housing replacing the City maintenance yard in Oak Park.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The second concept adds Jackson Street as a major north/south corridor. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 3 major nodes of commercial/mixed-use.
Oak Park is an important community anchor. Hall Street is acknowledged as an important corridor. It already has a bike land and some commercial uses with residential.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The community center is located at the corner of High and Hall Streets.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park. 
The bike trails include Hutchinson Street with a trail slicing from Oak Park, diagonally to Hutchinson following the Genetta Ditch.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third concept uses the same street hierarchy as number 2. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major commercial/mixed use nodes.a
Oak Park is an important community anchor. The Community Center replaces the maintenance yards and adds activities to the park.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park, and in the area between Jackson Street and Hall Street, south of High.
There are also small pocket parks in several areas to provide access to green space that is convenient to every household.



CENTENNIAL HILL
NEIGHBORHOOD 
HOUSING
PREFERENCES
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third concept uses the same street hierarchy as number 2. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major commercial/mixed use nodes.a
Oak Park is an important community anchor. The Community Center replaces the maintenance yards and adds activities to the park.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park, and in the area between Jackson Street and Hall Street, south of High.
There are also small pocket parks in several areas to provide access to green space that is convenient to every household.



MONTGOMERY
HOUSING
AUTHORITY
HOME
PREFERENCES
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third concept uses the same street hierarchy as number 2. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major commercial/mixed use nodes.a
Oak Park is an important community anchor. The Community Center replaces the maintenance yards and adds activities to the park.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park, and in the area between Jackson Street and Hall Street, south of High.
There are also small pocket parks in several areas to provide access to green space that is convenient to every household.



NEIGHBORHOOD
PREFERENCES
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third concept uses the same street hierarchy as number 2. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major commercial/mixed use nodes.a
Oak Park is an important community anchor. The Community Center replaces the maintenance yards and adds activities to the park.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park, and in the area between Jackson Street and Hall Street, south of High.
There are also small pocket parks in several areas to provide access to green space that is convenient to every household.



NEIGHBORHOOD
PREFERENCES
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third concept uses the same street hierarchy as number 2. The major gateway into the neighborhood is at Union Street, with the exit from I-85.
High Street and Highland is the predominant east/west corridor and traditionally the location for neighborhood businesses and services. There are 4 major commercial/mixed use nodes.a
Oak Park is an important community anchor. The Community Center replaces the maintenance yards and adds activities to the park.
These major streets would be proposed to have improvements with improved streetscapes, lighting, public amenties, bike lanes and transit service.
The majority of residential infill housing would cluster around the community center and around the park, and in the area between Jackson Street and Hall Street, south of High.
There are also small pocket parks in several areas to provide access to green space that is convenient to every household.



RESULTS & 
NEXT STEPS

• Results will be Tabulated and 
included in the final 
recommendations for 
Centennial Hill.

• Any Questions?
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